
NBA &quot;Bring Em Back&quot; Day: What one former Phoenix Suns player could save the franchise?

Written by 
Wednesday, 18 September 2013 09:11 - 

          

As we all know, the Phoenix Suns  are about to enter a season in which they are projected to
accumulate the worst record in the Western Conference. This is by necessity because there is
not one All-Star on the roster, so the Suns need to target the 2014 
NBA Draft
(in which they currently have up to 3 first round picks) for that next All-Star.

To borrow a phrase from Bright Side friend Amin Elhassan, Steve Nash  (circa-2004) ain't
walking through that door. Neither is 2005's Amare Stoudemire. Nor 2006's Shawn Marion. Or
1993's Charles Barkley, or 1992's Jeff Hornacek or any other former All-Star once employed by
the Suns.

But what if they could?

Current Lineup

PG: Goran Dragic , Eric Bledsoe  - Grade B-

SG: Bledsoe/Dragic, Archie Goodwin  - Grade C

SF: Marcus Morris , P.J. Tucker , Gerald Green  - Grade D

PF: Markieff Morris , Marcus Morris, Channing Frye  - Grade D

C: Marcin Gortat , Alex Len  - Grade C
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http://www.sbnation.com/nba/teams/phoenix-suns
http://www.sbnation.com/nba-draft
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/21914/steve-nash
http://espn.go.com/nba/team/depth/_/name/phx/phoenix-suns
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/50285/goran-dragic
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/111516/eric-bledsoe
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/198015/archie-goodwin
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/150205/marcus-morris
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/21761/p-j-tucker
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/4354/gerald-green
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/150309/markieff-morris
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/21910/channing-frye
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/24258/marcin-gortat
http://www.sbnation.com/nba/players/198003/alex-len
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There's not a "plus" player in the lineup, or even one "plus" position. Not one guy is a sure-fire
future All-Star. This lineup may be more exciting than the 25-57 group that played a year ago.
They might hustle more. They might fight the better fight. But they are still woefully short of
top-end talent in a league that historically demands 2 top-end talents to make the strong playoff
run.

Back to the Future

But is there a single, former Phoenix Sun who could step in and turn this franchise around
RIGHT NOW?

Is there a guy who could turn back the clock to the highest point of his athletic career,
and just by his presence turn this team into a contender?

it would have to be a true difference-maker. A player who can pick up a young team and carry
them to the promised land.

That, to me, excludes former All-Star Suns as Charles Barkley and Walter Davis, neither of
whom made a huge difference when placed on an average team. Charles Barkley demanded
his way out of Philadelphia, while Walter Davis just didn't have the fortitude to carry a franchise
on his back.

And, if you look at the roster as currently constructed, bringing back a 28-year old Steve Nash
could simply bench the only strength on this current team. Nash's presence would negate the
only value on this roster - Dragic and Bledsoe. Would it be worth setting the Suns back on the
rest of the roster just to bring in the maestro at his peak? There's no Amare to run the pick and
roll. There's no Raja to defend the other team's best player and hit the open 3s.

This player would have to be someone who could change the fortunes of an entire team.
Someone who could own the ball, create for themselves and - directly or indirectly - make life a
lot easier for the rest of their teammates.

What former Suns player could pick up THIS roster and make it a contender?
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Check out the Suns all-time best season leaders here .

It's your turn, Bright Siders.

Imagine a scenario where you could take any one of those guys, put them in their PRIME, and
drop them on the roster.

Which one would have the greatest impact? Which one would turn the franchise's future into a
hot, boiling ball of sunlight?

Pick from the list and add your reasoning below. Or, add your own player not already listed. The
only rule is that it must be someone who once played for the Suns and that you must give the
reason you think THAT player will make the biggest difference.

         Poll    Which one former Suns player could turn around the franchise TODAY
                 
    -           Tom Chambers, circa 1989      
    -           Paul Westphal, circa 1978      
    -           Connie Hawkins, circa 1970      
    -           Kevin Johnson, circa 1988      
    -           Amare Stoudemire, circa 2005      
    -           Steve Nash, circa 2004      
    -           Shawn Marion, circa 2006      
    -           Dan Majerle, circa 1993      
    -           Charles Barkley, circa 1993      
    -           NO ONE could turn around this roster  

       504 votes | Results
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http://www.basketball-reference.com/teams/PHO/leaders_season.html
http://www.brightsideofthesun.com/

